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It was a labor of love to bring the staircase to fruition. 
“I knew I wanted a wrought-iron railing on a circular 
staircase, but this particular design didn’t allow for it,” 
Hensley says. Instead, Vision Stairways & Millwork curved 
the bottom and top of the railing so that it appears to be 
circular. The rugs are from Eatman’s Carpets & Interiors.



DESIGNER DEBORAH HENSLEY’S RALEIGH 
HOME IS ALL ABOUT PAYING HOMAGE 

TO THE MEMORIES AND MOMENTS THAT 
A FAMILY CREATES TOGETHER. 

Interior Design by Deborah Hensley | Text by Blake Miller | Photography by Dustin Peck
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Acanthus Stripe grasscloth by Celerie Kemble for Schumacher swaths the 
walls of the mudroom while a lantern by Suzanne Kasler for Visual Comfort 
hangs above. Along the custom cabinetry by Myrick Cabinet Shop are 
photos of Hensley’s daughters Maggie, Sarah Ann, and Olivia. 
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D
eborah Hensley loved her nearly twenty-
year-old home. Years of memories had been 
made. It was where she had raised her three 
daughters. But the home was fast becoming 
unsuitable for everyday life. “Things just 
started coming apart,” she says. “The old 

kitchen was non-functional. Cabinets were breaking. Sinks were 
cracking and couldn’t be replaced. At one point, I had to use the 
laundry room sink to wash dishes.” 
 When Hensley realized they were not legally allowed to make the 
renovations they needed or wanted to their existing home, she had 

an epiphany. “I loved the lot our old home was on, so, why not tear 
it down and rebuild there?” And so the existing home was razed, 
and in its place, a stunning Southern-inspired Georgian was erected. 
“I’m really drawn to that Southern Town & Country aesthetic,” 
Hensley says. She teamed with architect Carter Skinner to design 
the classic and timeless home with red brick and navy shutters.
 The interiors, though, were where Hensley was able to truly 
add her personal stamp. Not one to shy away from pattern 
and color, she took a more-is-more approach throughout the 
home, layering heirloom pieces with collected ones against the 
backdrop of vibrant wallcoverings and fabrics. Hensley’s process 
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Hensley kept the design of the breakfast room bright and airy with Brunschwig 
& Fils draperies, a white sideboard and mirror from Robert Corprew Antiques, 
and a basket-weave sisal rug from Eatman’s Carpets & Interiors.
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begins with wanting a room to evoke a certain feeling—one that 
aligns with feeling comfortable, welcome, and relaxed. “I firmly 
believe in filling a home with things that remind you of a won-
derful memory or tradition, or something that simply makes you 
feel warm and happy,” she says. “I love using handmade pieces 
that have been passed down.”

 Blue and white porcelain can be found throughout the home. 
“The blue willow pottery was collected by my mom, so every 
time I see it, it makes me think of her,” Hensley says. The 
designer also wanted the home to be comfortable enough for her 
large extended family to gather, so every room provides ample 
seating and seamless transitions from space to space. The breakfast 
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LEFT: Hensley opted for an all-white kitchen including a 
Carrara marble island with dramatic gray veining to comple-
ment the LuxeMark Company custom cabinetry. The white 
and pewter bowl and vase are from Quintessentials. The bar 
stools are a Frances Elkins design.

TOP AND BOTTOM RIGHT: One side of the wet bar, which 
features a Brunschwig & Fils wallcovering, is more utilitarian with 
a granite countertop that’s great for making cocktails, while the 
other side features a sleek walnut counter and china cabinets. 
Just outside the bar, an abstract print by artist Robert Robinson 
is showcased along with a white lattice light fixture.
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To make the family room warm and inviting, Hensley covered the 
walls in a vibrant green velvet by Kravet. She then accented it with 
artwork by her grandfather above the mantle. A pair of custom 
corner seats swathed in Brunschwig & Fils fabric flank the fireplace.
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“I JUST REALLY WANTED 
THAT ROOM TO BE A 

PLACE WHERE 
EVERYONE COULD 

RELAX ON THE SOFA 
WITH A BLANKET.”

—DEBORAH HENSLEY

room, for example, features French doors, which open out to 
the backyard so that during family gatherings, people can easily 
move inside and out without feeling cramped.
 But it wasn’t just the accessories and artwork that the 
designer incorporated into the design to achieve that warm, 
inviting feel throughout. For Hensley, the color palette was of 
the utmost importance. In the family room, Hensley looked to 
a vibrant kelly green for the walls. “It’s where we gather as a 
family for holidays and after dinners,” she says, “so I wanted 
this room to feel warm, happy, and inviting. The only way to do 
that, in my mind, was to put a warm green-velvet wallcovering 
on the walls. It’s also a color that works well with the adjacent 
rooms the family room opens up to.” Several paintings by Hens-
ley’s grandfather are hung throughout the home—most notably 
in the family room above the mantle, which also features a large 
conch shell Hensley collected during her travels. The designer 
took a similar approach in the library where wood-paneled walls 
in warm cherry and chestnut hues coupled with fabrics and 
patterns evoke a feeling of being enveloped. “I just really wanted 
that room to be a place where everyone could relax on the sofa 
with a blanket,” Hensley says.
 The foyer and mudroom are also other areas that Hensley 
designed with family and memories in mind. In the mudroom, 
photographs of her daughters Maggie, Sarah Ann, and Olivia 
hang above the lockers and bench. In the foyer, the dramatic 
gallery wall features a handful of vintage photos of her family, 
not to mention her grandfather’s artwork. “It’s these layers of 
memories throughout that really make you feel warm and com-
fortable in a room,” Hensley says. Though it doesn’t feature any 

To make the family room warm and inviting, Hensley chose a vibrant 
green velvet by Kravet to cover the walls. She then accented it with 
artwork by her grandfather above the mantle and a pair of custom 
corner seats swathed in Brunschwig & Fils fabric flanking the fireplace. 



68   HOME DESIGN & DECOR TRIANGLE  |  OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2019 

ABOVE: Throughout the home, Hensley layers family heirlooms along 
with found objects, including sea biscuits she collected while in the 
Caribbean that are on display in a bamboo tray, each labeled with the 
month and year from which they were collected.

OPPOSITE: Hensley used furniture from her previous residence  
to furnish the library, a space she calls one of the warmest and  
most inviting in the entire home. The artwork is by her grandfather 
and H. Scott, pictured, while the antique silver lamp and table  
are family heirlooms. 

heirloom pieces, the kitchen was created so that it would also be a 
gathering place for friends and family. An oversize Cararra marble 
island with adjacent butcher block doubles as a place for the kids 
to do their homework or snack as well as a space with enough 
room to entertain large groups of people comfortably.
 The rest of the home is designed with the same premise in mind—
to create a warm and inviting place to gather and make memories as 
a family. “This home was designed so that all of my daughters would 
be able to come back when they’re older with their spouses and kids 
and have room to stay and be together as a family,” she says. “To me, 
decorating a house is almost like a movie. I think of the events and 
special memories and milestones that happen here, and how this 
should be a place to create those memories.”u
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